Unit 1
Technology and Society (Tech.1 Unit 1)
Learning Objectives
This unit covers:
Academic writing:
- writing strategy
- writing an essay (opinion)
Listening for gist and detail
Academic language: advantages and disadvantages, linking ideas

I. Discussion
1. Make a list of five items of technology that you possess which you consider the most useful. Give reasons for your selection.
2. Write down at least two disadvantages for your selection.
3. Work in groups and compare your list.

II. Writing
Writing essays
Writing strategy
There are different types of essays (discursive, problem-solution, persuasive, opinion ( thesis-led approach, etc.)
In this course, we will deal with opinion essays.
Plan
1. (Paragraph 1 )Write an introduction that paraphrases the question.
Keep the introduction brief.
State your opinion in the first paragraph.
2. If two different views are expressed, on a piece of paper make two columns A and B, choose one of the views and write a list of ideas in column A, then write a list of opposing views in column B.
First, do not exclude any idea, and then select one or two ideas from each column.
3. (Paragraph 2, or 2  and 3)Express your own opinion supporting one view. 
You should give results, cause and effects.
You need to give examples to support your answer.
Write one idea per paragraph; however, you could have two ideas in some paragraphs.
Avoid listening ideas without developing them by giving reasons and examples.
4. ( Paragraph 4)Write a “conclusion” paragraph.

                     General Ideas for writing essays
                     Look at the essay title and use different methods of generating ideas:
1. Brainstorming – write as many ideas related to the theme as you can think of.
2. Text-based sources- use articles (texts) 
· to generate ideas
·   note down key ideas or information
·  analyze these ideas
3. Key words and phrases – make a list of words and phrases, associated with the theme.

III. Tasks
      1.  Brainstorming
With a partner brainstorm arguments for and against technology.
2. Text – based source


The Impact of the Internet on Society: A Global Perspective
· by Manuel Castells
 
The Internet is the decisive technology of the Information Age. 
People, companies, and institutions feel the depth of this technological change, but the speed and scope of the transformation has triggered all manner of utopian and dystopian perceptions that, when examined closely through methodologically rigorous empirical research, turn out not to be accurate. For instance, media often report that intense use of the Internet increases the risk of isolation, alienation, and withdrawal from society, but available evidence shows that the Internet neither isolates people nor reduces their sociability; it actually increases sociability, civic engagement, and the intensity of family and friendship relationships, in all cultures.
Our current “network society” is a product of the digital revolution and some major sociocultural changes. One of these is the rise of the “Me-centered society,” marked by an increased focus on individual growth and a decline in community understood in terms of space, work, family, and ascription in general. But individuation does not mean isolation, or the end of community. Instead, social relationships are being reconstructed on the basis of individual interests, values, and projects. Community is formed through individuals’ quests for like-minded people in a process that combines online interaction with offline interaction, cyberspace, and the local space.
Globally, time spent on social networking sites surpassed time spent on e-mail in November 2007, and the number of social networking users surpassed the number of e-mail users in July 2009. Today, social networking sites are the preferred platforms for all kinds of activities, both business and personal, and sociability has dramatically increased — but it is a different kind of sociability. Most Facebook users visit the site daily, and they connect on multiple dimensions, but only on the dimensions they choose. The virtual life is becoming more social than the physical life, but it is less a virtual reality than a real virtuality, facilitating real-life work and urban living.

Because people are increasingly at ease in the Web’s multidimensionality, marketers, government, and civil society are migrating massively to the networks people construct by themselves and for themselves. At root, social-networking entrepreneurs are really selling spaces in which people can freely and autonomously construct their lives. Sites that attempt to impede free communication are soon abandoned by many users in favor of friendlier and less restricted spaces.
 
The Internet and the Web constitute the technological infrastructure of the global network society, and the understanding of their logic is a key field of research. It is only scholarly research that will enable us to cut through the myths surrounding this digital communication technology that is already a second skin for young people, yet continues to feed the fears and the fantasies of those who are still in charge of a society that they barely understand.Share
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/530566/the-impact-of-the-internet-on-society-a-
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2.1 Skim the reading passages to get an overview.
2.2 Scan the reading passages and answer the following questions:
2.2.1 What are the advantages of technology?
2.2.2 What are the disadvantages of technology?
2.3 Discuss with a partner the extent to which you agree with the authors.
IV. Work in groups
1. Make a list of some technological innovations that have emerged recently.
Give reasons for your choice.
2. Compare the list with other students in your group.
3. Discuss with a partner the effect (positive or negative ) of technology 
· on your studying
· on your future work
4. Some people fear that technology is taking control over their lives.
Discuss with a partner the extent to which you agree with this statement.
V. Writing an opinion essay(thesis-led approach) 
Write about the following topic:
Some people fear that technology is gradually taking control of our lives, while others think that it has led to many positive developments in all aspects of their lives.
Give your opinion. 
Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge and experience.
Write at least 250 words.
You should spend about 40 minutes for the task.
VI. Language bank
Advantages and disadvantages
· the main advantage/disadvantage  of… is that
· another benefit/ drawback of.. is that
· another point to be considered is 
· the disadvantages are outweighed by the advantages
Linking ideas
· to contrast: but, however, although, on the one hand, on the other hand
·  to add: moreover, in addition, furthermore, what is more
· for an example: for instance, for example
· for the final comment: in conclusion, to sum up, to conclude
VII. Listening
Listening strategy
When you study, the way you listen depends on why you are listening.
Decide if you are:
· Listening for the general idea, e.g. the speaker’s opinion, the main points of a talk
· Listening selectively for details, e.g. a name, a time, a date
· Listening intensively for a lot of information
Talking to machines
(BBC 6minenglish)
1. Predict before listening
Brainstorm the ideas that might be discussed.
2. Listening for gist
2.1 Listen to the discussion.
Look back at your predictions in Ex. 1. Were they correct?
2.2 What were the main issues discussed?
3. Listening for detail
Listen to the discussion again and answer the following questions:
3.1 When was the first computer which could recognize speech, launched?
3.2 How does Tom Hewitson, who is a conversation designer, describe our existing relationship with computers?
3. 3 Hewitson explains how the way we will talk to our virtual assistants will develop. What does he say we do not need to do?
4. Discuss with a partner to what extent you agree with the ideas from the text.
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        Negative Impacts of Science     Advantages of science may be unsurpassed, but the negative effects of this field are  insurmountable. This article briefly explains the disadvantages of evolution and development in  science and technology.   In the past, things were different from what they are now. Even though science transformed  extensively, it was yet to touch people's lives. Science is ubiquitous. There are many who have  defied the existence of God, and believe that life on earth is a prod uct of natural sciences. People  have their own perceptions. However, none of us are left untouched by the hard knocks involved  by this field. Now is the time to ponder over the much - explored negative consequences of  science on our society and life.   Much ha s been said and talked about the importance of science and technology. In the current  21 st   century, science has progressed at such a rapid pace that it is now akin to an uncontrollable  chain reaction. However, as the saying goes,   every rose has its thorns ,   few adversities of the  scientific revolution have brought about some major changes on the entire planet, regarding  living, as well as non - living aspects. A comprehensive review of this subject is explained in the  following paragraphs:   Environmental Impact s   They're obvious. They're ubiquitous. They can be witnessed by one and all. They are a matter of  mourning over. Environmental issues are the biggest concern that Earth is facing. Depleting  ozone layer, increased global warming, reduced vegetation, climate   change, animal extinction...  the list goes on infinitely. It is the development of industries and establishment of factories and  plants, which have harmed everyone on the planet. Urbanization, improvement in infrastructure,  research and development, etc.,   are some areas of scientific advancements, but their price is too  high to be ignored.   Health Impacts   Medical science is no less than a blessing to mankind. Medicines produced all over the world are  perceived to be a foolproof cure to a person's illness. H owever, there also are some negative  points associated with this science. Today, excessive consumption of drugs can lead to death.  Moreover, incorrect consumption of any dosage may lead to fatal maladies, and cure of such  diseases is next to impossible. Wh ere medical science has advanced to an unbelievable extent, it  entangles with itself with perils of all kinds, and just a slight ignorance may prove to be a matter  between life and death.   Technological Impacts   Technology has provided ease of all kinds to t he human race. However, it has made us too busy  to even see our loved ones in person, and also has rendered health issues. Tremendous reliance  and dependence on electronic gadgets, appliances, and most importantly, computer technology,  has made human life  so lethargic that people are witnessing old age much before they are  actually supposed to. With zero physical activity, science might have proven its mettle as an  amazingly efficient service to its users, but has got the world adversely hooked to it.   There   are no qualms in accepting the fact that science is the biggest revolution ever to planet  Earth. However, a normal human being has no idea to what extent, this field advanced today.  The negatives of science and technology are nothing but an indication to  the verity, that even if  one wants, it is impossible to slump down to the ground from the heights touched by this field.   https://sciencestruck.com/negative - impacts - of - science  
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Advantages of science may be unsurpassed, but the negative effects of this field are insurmountable. This article briefly explains the disadvantages of evolution and development in science and technology.

In the past, things were different from what they are now. Even though science transformed extensively, it was yet to touch people's lives. Science is ubiquitous. There are many who have defied the existence of God, and believe that life on earth is a product of natural sciences. People have their own perceptions. However, none of us are left untouched by the hard knocks involved by this field. Now is the time to ponder over the much-explored negative consequences of science on our society and life.

Much has been said and talked about the importance of science and technology. In the current 21st century, science has progressed at such a rapid pace that it is now akin to an uncontrollable chain reaction. However, as the saying goes, every rose has its thorns, few adversities of the scientific revolution have brought about some major changes on the entire planet, regarding living, as well as non-living aspects. A comprehensive review of this subject is explained in the following paragraphs:

Environmental Impacts

They're obvious. They're ubiquitous. They can be witnessed by one and all. They are a matter of mourning over. Environmental issues are the biggest concern that Earth is facing. Depleting ozone layer, increased global warming, reduced vegetation, climate change, animal extinction... the list goes on infinitely. It is the development of industries and establishment of factories and plants, which have harmed everyone on the planet. Urbanization, improvement in infrastructure, research and development, etc., are some areas of scientific advancements, but their price is too high to be ignored.

Health Impacts

Medical science is no less than a blessing to mankind. Medicines produced all over the world are perceived to be a foolproof cure to a person's illness. However, there also are some negative points associated with this science. Today, excessive consumption of drugs can lead to death. Moreover, incorrect consumption of any dosage may lead to fatal maladies, and cure of such diseases is next to impossible. Where medical science has advanced to an unbelievable extent, it entangles with itself with perils of all kinds, and just a slight ignorance may prove to be a matter between life and death.

Technological Impacts

Technology has provided ease of all kinds to the human race. However, it has made us too busy to even see our loved ones in person, and also has rendered health issues. Tremendous reliance and dependence on electronic gadgets, appliances, and most importantly, computer technology, has made human life so lethargic that people are witnessing old age much before they are actually supposed to. With zero physical activity, science might have proven its mettle as an amazingly efficient service to its users, but has got the world adversely hooked to it.

There are no qualms in accepting the fact that science is the biggest revolution ever to planet Earth. However, a normal human being has no idea to what extent, this field advanced today. The negatives of science and technology are nothing but an indication to the verity, that even if one wants, it is impossible to slump down to the ground from the heights touched by this field.
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