Unit 2
Education and Science(Tech.1 Unit 2)
Learning Objectives
This unit covers:
Academic writing: writing an essay
Listening for gist and detail
Academic language: belief and opinion, linking steps

I. Discussion
1.  Which of the following factors are important for you in selecting a university?
· Course fees
· The influence of your parents/friends
· The reputation of the university
· The location of the university
· Facilities
2. Discuss with your partner the factors you have selected in Ex.1.
3. Explain why you have chosen the university you are attending. What subjects you are particularly interested in.

II. Tasks
      1.  Brainstorming
With a partner, brainstorm the ideas on the importance of higher education.
2. Text – based source
Why Higher Education Is Important
Create More Opportunities With Higher Education
Being a high school graduate doesn’t open up the doors to many rewarding careers as it did in past generations. These days, the United States has turned from being an economy that was once manufacturing-based to one that is now knowledge-based, and the significance of a higher education today may be compared to what having a high school education back 40 years ago provided: more opportunity and better career options.
Your quickest pathway for many, if not most, people to a rewarding career is going to college and getting a higher education. You may not know exactly what you want to do after graduating from college or univerity, but you do at least know you want a career that is more rewarding, pays well, and is something you feel secure in and satisfied with. These factors are why many people invest in college both with their money and time.
A higher education not only trains you in your chosen field, but it also trains you to think analytically, understand subjects that are complex, and have the ability to communicate them in an effective way. Additionally, it instills important skills like self-discipline, organization, and being able to finish a task from start to finish. Namely, it helps turn you into a more professional person with many work-related skills.
Since you learn a broad range of skills, you could end up in a field you didn’t necessarily study for. This can open up new and unexpected opportunities that might not have become available to you had you not received a higher education.
By furthering your education, you acquire a broad range of skills that can qualify you for a wider range of career choices in different fields and that offer you more room for advancement.
Become and Stay Competitive With Higher Education
Higher education also provides a competitive edge in the career market. We all know that in the economic times we are living in today, finding jobs is not guaranteed. The number of people unemployed is still relatively high, and the number of new career opportunities isn’t nearly enough to put people in jobs they are seeking. As a job seeker, you’re competing with a high number of experienced workers who’ve been out of the workforce for a while and are also seeking work.
However, when you have a higher education, it generally equips you for better job security. Generally speaking, employers tend to value those who have completed college than those who have only completed high school and are more likely to replace that person who hasn’t received a higher education.
Gain Job Satisfaction With Higher Education
Since a higher education provides you with more freedom in pursuing a career that inspires and interests you, you’ll likely enjoy your career more. Things like employment benefits, higher income, and advancement opportunities typically lead to higher job satisfaction.
Often people are looking to get out of their dead-end job, which is why they seek a higher education. They’re seeking an actual career instead of just clocking in everyday so they can pay the bills. When you’re in a rewarding career, you’re more apt to perform your job well and get genuine job satisfaction out of it. When you’re more satisfied with your career, you’re more likely to be productive and become an asset to the company you work for, which leads to better job security.
Improve Your Self-Esteem and Self-Confidence With Higher Education
When you have a higher education, you tend to stand a bit taller and straighter — metaphorically speaking. In other words, you are more confident in yourself, and your self-esteem is boosted after you have completed those college years. Not only are you better equipped to deal with life’s mental challenges, but you are more likely to feel more satisfaction doing so.
A higher education has long been thought of as a rite of passage, and, therefore, once you’ve crossed that finish line, you have that extra sense of accomplishment. Nobody can take this accomplishment away from you.
Even if you were to lose the physical college Diploma and go on to a different career than what you studied for, the hard work you put into your journey will never be lost. There will always be rough patches as you move on in life, but you will always know exactly what it takes to begin something and successfully complete it. This is priceless.
                        https://www.vistacollege.edu/blog/resources/higher-education-in-the-21st-century/

2.1 Skim the reading passage to get an overview.
2.2 Scan the reading passage and answer the following questions:
2.2.1 What is the author’s opinion on higher education? Is it important nowadays?
2.2.2 What are the main benefits of higher education?
2.2.3 Can you improve your self-esteem with higher education?
2.3 Discuss with a partner the extent to which you agree with the author.
III. Work in groups
1.  Discuss with a partner why you think higher education is important/not important for a person’s success in life. Make a list of your arguments. 
2. Explain why you have chosen a career in science.
Give reasons.
3. Discuss with a partner your career opportunities after graduating from University. 
IV. Writing an opinion essay(thesis-led approach) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Write about the following topic:
Is higher education important nowadays?
Is there a wide career choice for graduates in your country?
 Give your opinion. 
Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge and experience.
Write at least 250 words.
You should spend about 40 minutes for the task.
V. Language bank
Belief and opinion
·  In my view, in my opinion, to my mind
· I am in favour of/opposed to...
·  I doubt/ I have no doubts that… 
· I am convinced that....
· As far as I am concerned
· I firmly believe that… 
Words like probably and possibly can soften your views.
Words like firmly and really can strengthen your view.
Linking steps
· Firstly, secondly…
·  Then… next… after that… subsequently
· Finally… lastly…
VI. Listening
Is students’ life all good?
(BBC. 6 minenglish .)

1. Predict before listening
Brainstorm the ideas that might be discussed.
2. Listening for gist
2.1 Listen to the discussion.
Look back at your predictions in Ex. 1. Were they correct?
2.2 What were the main issues discussed?
3. Listening for detail
Listen to the discussion again and answer the following questions:
3.1 Haw many students at Imperial College London said they suffered from high levels of stress during their time at college.
3.2 What was stress caused by?
3.3 What practical stuff that might make life easier could students learn before leaving for university?
3.4 What does “budgeting” mean?
4. Discuss with a partner to what extent you agree with the ideas from the text.

